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„This lecture will tell the story of the English Reformation, not as it appeared to 
ecclesiastical or political leaders, but as it appeared to the souls of English people. 
The soul, which before the Reformation was encased in a comprehensive set of 
rites and structures designed to carry it to salvation, was now stripped bare and 
stood alone before God. It was liberating, and it was frightening. The lecture will 
explore why, in England’s peculiar Reformation, the soul’s drama played out in a 
different way from all other Protestant countries. When we consider the emotional 
turmoil to which English Protestant souls were exposed, we can see how this lay 
the foundation for Pietism and Evangelicalism of later centuries – and also for the 
Deism and scepticism of the Radical Enlightenment.”

Speaker:  Prof. Alexander Ryrie, FBA
(Durham University)

Friday, October 7, 2022

Venue of the public lecture:
Institute for Literary Studies
H-1113 Budapest, Ménesi street 11-13. 
1st floor, Lecture Room

PROGRAMME

15:00-15:15  Welcome Address
Zsombor Tóth (Institute for Literary Studies,          

Research Centre for Humanities)
15:15-16:15 Alexander Ryrie: An Emotional History of the 
English Reformation
16:15-16:30  Discussion




